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/Background of Issues/
• Large archipelagic state
where fishing is not yet a
major
contributor
to
economic growth.
• Fishermen
are
an
economically marginalized
community
and
male
dominated activity.
• Gender equality and is not
yet widely acknowledged
within the community of
artisanal fisherman.

/Introduction/
• This research investigates the viability and
grassroots support of organizing wives of
fisherman into a cooperative to achieve greater
gender equality and participation.

• Conducted in two sample regency areas, Tegal
and Wonogiri, both in Central Java Province,
which are well known for its fisheries and
fishing villages.
• Cooperative is a business entity generally
considered as suitable for sustaining, improving,
and also developing economic capability from
the ground up.
• A fisherman’s wives cooperative is considered
as a form that most benefit with its unique
focus on benefitting the member.

/Research Question/
1.

The present level of capacity to organize a women cooperative
to manage such a business.

2.

The level of support by the women for a commercial enterprise
organized and managed by the women themselves to process
and market their husband’s catch from the sea.

3.

Whether the cooperative would help the community to achieve
greater gender equality and participation to accelerate

achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 5 (equality in
gender) and Goal 1 (end of poverty).

/Key Finding #1/
OCCUPATION
Tegal

Wonogiri

5%

2%

7%

7%
16%
42%

42%
79%

Domestic housewives
Domestic housewives

Seasonal farmers
Small merchant

Small merchant
Fishermen

Tailor
Part time labor

/Key Finding #2/

The families in these two
communities are earning less than
the minimum wage as set by the
Indonesian government.

/Key Finding #3/

• The women had a low level
of education.
• Only 74% had any primary
level education.

/Key Finding #4/

• Most Respondents had some idea of what a
cooperative was.

• The women understood that they would be the
owners of the cooperative themselves, manage the

business, and participate in the profits.

/A Quick Look at the Indonesian
“Koperasi”/
1. Recognized under Indonesian law.
2. Perceived as a business entity for social
purposes.

3. Perceived as Participatory for stakeholders.

/Moving Forward/
• The way forward is to set up a cooperative under Indonesian Law.

• This cooperative would purchase the fish from their husbands and
process the raw fish to fish products.
• These products can include packed dried fish and production of fish floss.
• This cooperative will be owned by the wives of the fishermen.
• The profit of the cooperative will be shared by its members.

/Anticipated Problems/
1. Capacity building.
2. Lack of a distribution network and connectivity with
other businesses in the community.
3. Cooperatives in Indonesia are generally viewed as
small businesses with little business acumen. This
creates a difficulty in recruiting professional and

trained staff to help expand the business of the
cooperatives.

/Conclusions/
1. Wives

of

fishermen

to

organize

themselves into a cooperative.
2. A sustainable and equal relationship
3. Capacity building as the first priority.

4. Further studies for fishermen’s daughters.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
Setyawati Fitrianggraeni
Managing Partner of Anggraeni and Partners, a Law Firm in Jakarta, Indonesia
+6281316789690 / fitri@ap-lawsolution.net
Website: www.ap-lawsolution.com
Mailing address: Tendean Square Kav.17-18 Jl. Wolter Monginsidi No.122-124 Kebayoran Baru, South Jakarta, Indonesia 12170

